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adopted so far as non-violence, and thus caricatured non-
violence itself. If non-violence it was, it was much poor
stuff that it proved useless at the critical moment. The
alphabet of Ahimsa is best learnt in the domestic school
and I can say from experience that, if we secure success
there, we are sure to do so everywhere else. For a non-
violent person the whole world is one family. He will thus
fear none, nor will others fear him.
It will be retorted that those who satisfy such a test of
non-violence will be few and far between. It is quite likely,
but that is no reply to my proposition. Those who profess 1
to believe in non-violence should know the implications
of that belief. And if these scare them away, they are welcome
to give up the belief. Now that the Congress Working
Committee has made the position clear, it is necessary that
those who claim to believe in non-violence should know
what is expected of them. If, as a result, the ranks of the
non-violent army thin down, it should not matter. An
army, however small, of truly non-violent soldiers is likely
some day to multiply itself. An army of those who are
not truly non-violent is never likely to yield any use whether
it increases or decreases.
Let no one understand from the foregoing that a
non-violent army is open only to those who strictly enforce
in their lives all the implications of non-violence. It is
open to all those who accept the implications and make
an ever-increasing endeavour to observe them. There never
will be an army of perfectly non-violent people. It will be
formed of those who will honestly endeavour to observe
non-violence. For the last fifty years I have striven to make
my life increasingly non-violent and to inspire my co-
workers in the same direction, and I think I have had a
fair amount of success. The growing darkness around, far
from damping my zeal and dimming my faith, brightens
them, and makes the implications of non-violence more
clearly visible to me,
Sevagram, 15~7-'4O
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